234

Of course they cannot be held responsible
for not quoting work which had not been
communicated to the public at the time their
paper was first submitted, but we would call
your readers’ attention to the abstract on
page 612 of the same edition of your
Journal, of the paper given at Oak Ridge
in June, 1964. In it a tentative multiple hit
model is proposed not only to provide a
meeting point between the two schools of
thought. but also to explain the intermedi-
ate observations which agree with neither.
The model is under active exploration.
Epmunp A. Murpny, M.D., Sc.D.

Departments of Biostatistics and Medicine

Johns Hopkins University

Baltimore, Md.

J. F. MustarDp, M.D., Pu.D.

Departments of Medicine and Pathology

University of Toronto

Toronto, Canada

Rebuttal:

In their papers on the effects of heparin
or Dicoumarol on platelet economy,!.2 Drs.
Murphy and Mustard computed platelet sur-
vival on both an exponential and a linear
model. They observed that these drugs pro-
longed the survival of platelets. If platelet
destruction were determined by senescence,
i.e. achieving a finite life span, survival
curves would be linear and would not be
prolonged by changes in the environment.
In the absence of published survival curves,
we were left to interpret these data as indi-
cating predominantly random destruction. If,

CORRESPONDENCE

in so doing, our conclusion differed from
the interpretation of Drs. Murphy and Mus-
tard, we apologize for not so stating.
However, in the abstract from the sym-
posium on blood platelets,3 they presented
four pieces of evidence from which they
adduced that “random destruction is the
more important mechanism.” Other work-
erst have interpreted the data presented by
Mu:tard and Murphy! as indicating that
platelet destruction is random. Hopefully;
additional data will clarify this and other
problems of platelet kinetics.
SHIRLEY EBBE, M.D.

Department of Hematology

St. Elizabeth’s Hospital

Brighton, Mass. '

Mario BaLbini, M.D.

Department of Hematology

New England Center Hospital

Boston, Mass.
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ERRATUM

In the paper by G. Sirchia, S. Ferrone and F. Mercuriali: “The
Action of Two Sulfhydryl Compounds on Normal Human Red Cells.
Relationship to Red Cells of Paroxysmal Nocturnal Hemoglobinuria,”
published in BLoop 25:502, 1965, a misprint appears. The first line on
page 503 reads “for exactly 19 minutes” instead of “for exactly 9

. »
minutes.

") Check for updates
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