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Leading the Way
 in Hematology

T o study erythropoiesis and anemia, one 
must have a fi rm foundation of indices 

that accurately measure red blood cell pro-
duction and destruction. This paper, authored 
by hematology legends Arno G. Motulsky and 
Clement A. Finch, provides that foundation. 
Using methods that would not be approved 
in today’s environment, the authors studied 
a cohort of normal healthy patients and an 
equal number of patients with different forms 
of anemia. The results confi rm a reciprocal 
model of red cell production and destruction, 
show that anemia can be the result of either 
underproduction (aregenerative anemia 
or ineffective erythropoiesis) or increased 
destruction, and defi ne parameters for dis-
tinguishing these 2 possibilities that are still 
widely used today.
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