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1. You are seeing a 60-year-old woman with a history of myelodysplasia who has required transfusions with different blood
products on multiple occasions over the past 4 years. You note that she had a very poor response to her last transfusion with
platelets 1 week ago. What should you consider regarding the possibility of alloimmunization to HLA?

M Antibodies (Abs) against HLA develop in ;3% of patients undergoing platelet transfusion
M HLA Abs usually develop within the first 2 weeks after exposure to blood products
M HLA Abs always persist for at least 1 year after the transfusion
M Leukoreduction of platelets eliminates the possibility of alloimmunization

2. Which of the following statements regarding human platelet antigen (HPA) and alloimmunization is most accurate?
M HPAs are more immunogenic than HLAs
M HPA Abs are more common among patients who are HLA Ab-positive
M HPA Abs themselves do not cause refractoriness to transfusions
M The use of HLA-matched platelets eliminates the risk of refractoriness among patients with HPA Abs

3. You suspect that the patient in Question #1 is now alloimmunized. Based on the results of the current study, which of the
following statements regarding Abs to HLA and HPA is most accurate?

M Newer tests failed to detect a higher prevalence of HLA Ab
M Higher levels of class II HLA Ab were more predictive of a positive lymphocytoxicity assay than class I HLA Ab
M Levels of HPA Ab were low overall
M There was a strong correlation between the newer and older tests for HPA Ab

4. Which of the following findings was significantly predictive of a higher risk of refractoriness to transfusion in the current
study?

M Any HLA Ab level
M Only high levels of HLA Ab
M Any HPA Ab level
M Only high levels of HPA Ab
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1. The activity supported the learning objectives.
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2. The material was organized clearly for learning to occur.
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3. The content learned from this activity will impact my practice.
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4. The activity was presented objectively and free of commercial bias.
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